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THE GUYS 

you SENT 

TO BREAK 
INTO HIS 
PLACE 
WERE KIND 
ENOUGH 
TO FILL 
US IN. 


I'M JUST 
THE HUMBLE 
PROPRIETOR 
OF A LITTLE 
CAFE. , 
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THE HELL 
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. you? 


HAD TO 
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APPLy A 
TEENSy 
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PRESSURE 
AND THEY 
STARTED 
SPILLING 


THING/ 
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DONE 
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FRIEND 
OF 

THOSE 
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WHERE'D 

you 

COME 

FROM? 
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WHO 
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FUCK 
IS THIS 
GUY? 
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CALL IN 
SOME 
BACKUP/ 
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AND 
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I CAN 
UNDER¬ 
STAND 
WHY YOU'D 
RELY ON IT, 
THOUGH. 


WELL, I'M 
SORRY YOU 
HAVE TO 
HEAR IT 
FROM ME, 
BUT... 


LETS YOU ' 
MAKE- 
BELIEVE 
LIKE YOU'RE 
AREAL 
GANGSTER, 
RIGHT? > 
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HOW 
TRAGIC. 
THIS THING 
DOESN'T 
MAKE YOU 
INVINCIBLE, 
YA KNOW. 


...YOU'RE 
CLEARLY 
NOT CUT 
OUT FOR 
A LIFE OF 
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YOU'RE 

JUST.,. 


TO YOU 
DID 
THEY? 


YOU'RE 

BLEEDING 

FROM 

YOUR 

MOUTH... 


A CAFE 
WE HANG 
OUT AT. 


' HE WAS 
ALREADY 
WORRIED 
ABOUT WHAT 
WAS GOING 
ON WITH YOU.. 
HE'S BEEN 
LOOKING 
INTO IT FOR 
v AWHILE... 


HE'S A 
FORMER 
YAKUZA. 
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A PAIN IN 
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THEY'LL 


FRIENDS'LL 
BE HERE 


TO YOUR 
IDEAS OF 
GETTING 

OUT, 
TOO/ , 


THERE'S 
NO WAY YOU 
COULD 
EVER QUIT, 


THEy'RE 
GONNA 
MAKE YOU 
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WON'T BE 
EASY-.. 




IT WON'T 
MEAN A 
THING ONCE 
MY BUDDIES 
GET HERE. 


ONCE THE 
NUMBERS 
ARE EVEN, 
YOU GUYS 
WON'T... 


NOW ON, 
I'M GON NA 
BUILD A 


FUTURE 


MYSELF/ 
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SURPRISED 
TO HEAR 

from you 
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you WENT 

STRAIGHT. 
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REALLy 
HELPED 
US OUT. 
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WHO'S 
GONNA BE 
BEGGING 
AND 

SCRAPING 


ON TOP OF 
DRUGS, THIS 
"KAIBARA" 
GUy'S BEEN 
HAVING HIS 
UNDERLINGS 
COMMIT 
FRAUD AND 


ARE THE 
KODAN 
FAMILY 
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HE'S BEEN 
MARKED 
By US FOR 
A WHILE, 
BUT WE 


YOU'RE 
GONNA 
WISH THE 
POLICE 


IT'S THEIR 
TERRITORY 
YOU'VE 
INVADED. 
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BEEN ABLE 
TO GET A 
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SUPPOSE 

THERE'S 

NO 

CHANCE 

of you... 


WE'RE 

READY 
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WHY DON'T 
WB SO FOR 
A DRINK 
NEXT TIME 
WE RUN 
INTO EACH 
OTHER? 
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YOU'RE 
PROBABLY 
GONNA 
HAVE TO 
EXPLAIN 
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COME 
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IT'S 

OK Ay. 


I CAN 
DO IT 
MYSELF 


I FELL 
OVER, OR 
SOME¬ 
THING. 


THIS 
IS HER 
FIGHT. 


...IF THAT 

HELPS you 

REALLY 
LISTEN 
TO YOUR 
HEART... 
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MATTER 
WHERE 
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GO... / 
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CAN'T 

RUN 

FROM 
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^ WHEN you 

/ CAUGHT 

' that you ME DOING 

WERE AN DRUGS... 
ACCOMPLICE, 

'CAUSE 
I'D BEEN 
PUTTING IT jK ^ 

> IN yOUR I I pj 
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SHOULD 


LIVING My 

LIFE AGAIN 
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Feel a little 
better? 


You 

scared 






Quit peeping 
Daniella! 
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Why’d you break 
up with him if 
you like him 
so much? 
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It’s nice to get 
some exercise once 
in a while, right? 


Refresh 
yourself a 
little. 
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...we would’ve 
both just made each 
other more and 
. more unhappy. , 
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I think... 


...this 
is for the 




best. 


And you were so 
excited to finally go on 
a date again when you 
got back to Japan! 


You’ve been down 
ever since you got 
back here. 
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Now what? 
Wanna go 
shopping 
somewhere? 


Why don't we 
invite him oven 
to oun place? 


















































































































































































































































BUT siuce 

you ASKED 

M, I FIGUPE 
I'M MOT 
THE GUILTS 
PAPTY 
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I’m so glad to 
meet you! 


That’s right! 
Have you had 
lunch? 


So this is where 
you two live, 

^ huh? 
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I'M WORKING 
AS AN ENGLISH 
CONVERSATION 
TEACHER RIGHT 
NOW, AND THEY 
HAVE THIS 
ONE-WEEK 
OVERSEAS 
STUDy PLAN. 
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SUR¬ 
PRISED 
ME/ WHAT 

are you 
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HERE? 
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I came right over, 
so I haven’t had 
the chance. . 
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UP ON THESE 
ARTICHOKES 
WHILE THEy 
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Good timing 


We’re a bout to 


have lunch! You 


interested? 
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Oh really? 


kt 


Well, how 


could I 
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IF YOU'RE 


WE'LL 
NEED 
PLENTY 
OF SIDES 
FOR ALL 
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LUNCH, 
LET ME 
HELP 
OUT. 
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HELP 
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GIVE 
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HERE 
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DON'T 
WORRY 
NAT-CHAN! 
LEAVE IT 
TO ME! 


IF yOU'VE 
GOT TIME 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT THAT, 
yOU'RE NOT 
WORKING 


yOU'LL 
GET HURT 

if you 

DON'T 

PAy 

ATTEN¬ 

TION. 


I'LL TAKE 
CARE OF 
RUI-CHAN, 


ENOUGH 
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ALL 

DONE/ 



V' 

■ fS 

■if 

?S5 

li? 

m 



iiii 



























































































































































































































































































































IT’S 



GOOD, RUI- 


CHAN! 
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I THOUGHT 


TOUCHING 
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HER BODY 


WAS SEXUAL 
HARASS¬ 
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Yeah! 


The head chef even 


made her The MVP for 


the Christmas period! 
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She must be a 
star player at 
work, huh? 



The seasoning on 
this pasta seems 
totally professional 

though! 






Heromurice 
was perfect 
back in Japan 


too... 
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I'M 

AW AYS 
EATING 
TACHI- 
BANA'S 
STAFF 
MEALS 
AT 

WORK/ 


THERE'S 
JUST NO 
COMPAR¬ 
ISON TO 
BACK IN 
JAPAN/ 




WHy'RE 

you 

BEING SO 

CONFRON¬ 

TATIONAL 


KAJITA? 
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do you 

HAVE TO 
COMPETE 
WITH HIM? 
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All right, already! 
Can’t we all just 
agree that we 
love Rui? 
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' THIS 
JUST 
MADE ME 
REMEM¬ 
BER... 


...HOW 
JEALOUS 
I AM OF 
NAT- 
CHAN/ 



YOU WERE 
HERE A WHILE, 
THOUGH. 
YOU'RE SURE 
WORK WON'T 
MIND? 


I'M GLAD 

/—^ you 

/ HAPPENED 

t'm TO HAVE 

STUFFED/ ™ E J? AY 

ALL 0FF/ 
THANKS K 
TO YOU/ / 









YEAH. 


THE 
OTHER 
TEACHERS 
TOLD ME 
TOGO 
ENJOY 
MYSELF. 
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BUT I'VE 


GOT A BAD 


FEELING 


...but you 


ABOUT THAT 



I KNOW 
YOU'RE 


BACK TO 


TOKiyA-KUN. 


COOKED 
FOR HIM A 


LONG¬ 


DISTANCE 


LOT WHILE 

you WERE 


AGAIN... 


OVER THERE, 
RIGHT? 






........ 


I MEAN, 

I CAN 
HARDLy 
TELL yOU 
NOT TO 
HANG OUT 
WITH HIM, 


DON'T HAVE 
ANy REASON 
TO SUSPECT 
HIM, BUT 
THE GUy 
JUST GIVES 
ME THE 


HUH 
























...OR JUST 


GO ON 


MAKING 


I SHOULD 


NAT-CHAN 


MORE 


GO AND 


BRAG 

ABOUT HOW 


AND MORE 
JEALOUS/ 


GOOD youR 


COOKING 


WAS/ 


HE'LL 


PROBABLy 


START 
CRyi NG/ 



...IT MIGHT 


NOT BE 


THE WORST 



IDEA? 
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READY 
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do you 

NATE HIM 
NOW OR 
SOME¬ 
THING? 




do you 

HATE HIM 
NOW OR 
SOME¬ 
THING? 
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...WE 

COULDN'T 
GO ON 
LIKE 
THIS... 
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wHy 

DID 

you 

BREAK 

UP?/ 


Nv?' r - 


...TAKING 

ADVANTAGE 

OF 

NATSUO. 


DOWN AFTER 
laODMINGjll 
BACK FROM 
JAPAN ... 


aaggaaaaaxn 
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' SO WE N 
DECIDED 
TO SPENT 
SOME 
TIME 
APART. > 









REALIZED 


I TOLD 


I NEED TO 


WORK ON 


HIM THAT 
IF WE WERE 


MYSELF. 



A COUPLE... 
IF HE LIKED 




SHOULDN'T 




MAKE ME FEEL 
UNCOMFORT- 
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IF VO U'D JUST 




GOTTCM SICK 
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OF HIM, I WAS 


• 7 


I 'M 
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COMMA ASK YOU 
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OM A DAT5/ 

















I'M GLAD 
YOU DIDN'T 



BREAK UP 


BECAUSE 
yOU FELL 


OUT, OR 
SOMETHING. 


sm: 




I ALWAyS 


THOUGHT 


you TWO 


MADE A 


GREAT 


COUPLE. 


































































































... REALLY 
ARE MEANT 






NEVER 

MIND. 


• • • » • • 

^ ® ® ® ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

•• 

» » •• • 

j »« t * * t " 

• • • • • ..••<»!• » 

•.*.* /.%'VV-*.V.V 

•• 

-** 

>••••« 

%v/. 





































































































































































Mg#' 




wmm 


I# 




LIKE 

WHAT 
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/ v SOME- 

' THING 

YOU'RE WRONG, 
NOT KAJITA? 

YOURSELF 
TODAY. N- 


SHOULD 


ASKING 


yyy. 
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on the comer like 










































































































fmmk 


warn 




STILL 

WORK 

IN6? 


KAJITA 




























































































































GIVE ME 
YOUR 
OPINION. 


IS IT A 
MOUSSE 





I THOUGHT 
I'D ENTER 
IT INTO NEXT 
WEEK'S 
ANTIPASTO 
CONTEST, 
BUT THIS 
ISN'T GOING 
WELL. 


YEAH. 

SHRIMP. 
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SEASONING, 
BUT NOTHING'S 
MAKING IT 
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WHY DON'T 

you TRy 

ACCENTING 
IT WITH A 
SAUCE? 


SOMETHING 
A LITTLE 
MORE RE¬ 
FRESHING. 


LIKE 

WHAT? 

BASIL? 

BALSAMIC 


MAyBE... 

MUSTARD? 

NO... 




WmmMm 

mmmmm 
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MAYBE, 
LIKE, AN 
ORANGE 
SAUCE? 




YOU'RE 

NOT 

WRONG 


I COULD 
SEE THAT 
FOR DUCK 
OR MEAT, 


WHILE I'M 
HERE, I MAY 
AS WELL 
HELP OUT. 


GIVE IT 
A TRY, AT 
LEAST. 
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IF IT 

DOESN'T 
WORK, 
YOU CAN 
ALWAYS TRY 
SOMETH ING 
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I MEAN, 
TOFU AND 
PANNA 
COTTA 


DON'T THE 
COLORS 
KINDA MAKE 
IT LOOK 
LIKE A 


MUCH THE 


THAT'S 


CIOUS 




vlwvlv 



. .i*. 

# • • • • • • X 


Sv!wS 

?XvX*!*3 

lit 

JC« ••*•*•*•*€ 

X* •••••• 

• j 

mm 



































































































































THOUGHT 

THE 

FLAVORS 

WOULD 

CLASH... 


...BUT AFTER 
THE FIRST 
KICK OF THE 
ORANGE, YOU 
GET THIS 
GENTLE SAVORY 
FLAVOR... 


WHAT'S 

WRONG 


THEy REALLy 
COMPLEMENT 
EACH OTHER 
WELL/ 


WAS 

JUST 


..WONDER 

ING WHy I 
COULDN'T 
THINK OF 
THIS. 


IT'S 

KINDA 

FRUS¬ 

TRATING 


I WANTED 
TO FIGURE 


OUT FOR 
MYSELF.,. 


I TRIED 
OUT SOOO 


DIFFERENT 

THINGS. 
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you just 

MADE A BREAK¬ 
THROUGH, 
AND YOU'RE 
SULKING OVER 
SOMETHING 

STUPID LIKE 


ANYWAY, 
AS FOR 
THE 

MOUSSE 


AHH... 

YOU'RE 

RIGHT. 


...IF YOU'VE 
SETTLED ON 
THIS SAUCE, 
YOU SHOULD 
ADJUST ITS 
FLAVOR A 
LITTLE TO 
MATCH. 


BUT ALL 
THAT 
PROTO- 
TYPI NG'S 
GONNA 
TAKE A 
WHILE. 


I CARE 
ABOUT 
MAKING FINE 
FOOD JUST 
AS MUCH 

as you, you 

KNOW. 
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IF WE WORK 
TOGETHER, 
WE'LL GET 
IT DONE 
TWICE AS 
FAST. 
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RATHER 

/ THAN 

GETTING 

"- 1 FRUS- 
SHOULD JRATED.., 
REALLY 
KNUCKLE 

DOWN AND lillr m0n 


IT'S / 
THANKS 
TO YOU 
THAT I 
ENDED UP 
WITH A NICE 
DISH. 


I DOUBT I 
WOULD'VE 
BEEN READY 
FOR THE 
CONTEST 
WITHOUT 
YOUR HELP. 


HARDER 


YOU'RE 


J WHEN I SAID 

THE MEALS 
YOU MAKE 
FOR US HAVE 
GOTTEN 
BETTER AND 

SHOULD BETTER 1 

USE? MEANT,X 

LITTLE K 

MORE ^^ 
CONFI- / 

DENCE. ill. 


THAT 

FIRST 

MOUSSE 

YOU 

MADE... 


IT MIGHT'VE 
BEEN A LITTLE 
BLAND, BUT 
THE TEXTURE 
AND FIRMNESS 

WERE 

PERFECT. 




y-Y* *v»v, yr 


THAT'S ALL 
THANKS 
TO HOW 
MUCH YOU 
PRACTICED, 
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Mr 
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THANKS/ 


NEVER 

COMPLI¬ 

MENTED 


' I'LL REALLY 
MAKE MOTIVATED/ 
SURE TO 

GO FOR . 

IT AT THE K y 

CONTEST 
THIS / 

WEEKEND// 


COOKING 


KAJITA 


























































































































































































































































I hearJapanese 
women are the most 
submissive of all 
Asians, too. 


You should ask 
her to dinner, or 
something! 


• • ^ • • r 


They say 
Japanese chicks 
love white guys, 
right? I bet you’ve 
got a shot! 


The fuck’s it got 
to do with you? 


I’m herfriend. 
We came here to 
train together. 


Keep her name 
out of your mouth 
_ you creep. 


w, her knight 
in shining 
armor! 
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Well, I guess 
Asian guys only 
have eyes for... 


Have you 


with that? 
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asshole? 
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Why don’t all 
ofyoujustgo 
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CHAPTER 229: 


PREJUDICE AND BIGOTRY 
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Didn’t you hear? 
He’s suspended 
for three days. 
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Yeah. I got into a 
conversation with 
Ethan and the others 
right as it was time 
v to come home. > 


I guess Ben was 
bitching about it in the 
changing room, and Ethan 
. heard everything. . 


wmmmm. 


Apparently Ben and 
Liam were looking at 
you and saying some 
pretty gross stuff. 


“You should ask her out! N 
Japanese girls always give 
it up for white guys." 
Stuff like that. J 


Looks like it 
had something 
to do with you, 
somehow. 
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Those two 
seriously make 
me sick! 


IhearTokiya’s being 
punished ‘cause he 


threw the first punch.. 


...but that doesn’t 
seem right to me! 




WhenTokiya 
heard that, he lost 
his cool and took a 
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That’s 
just their 
prejudice 

It’s nothing 
more than 
bigotry 



You’re 
so sweet. 
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There s all kinds 


> 





of people out 



Therefrom all 


kinds of places. 





W: 


Unfortunately, 




You too? 
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that means plenty of 


people with bigoted 


k views, too. A 
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You can t 


Yeah. Id be looking ^ 


afford to take it 


someone right in the 


Hi 




eyes, and they’d just 




ignore me. 
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Back in Japan 


I’m in the 


1 





a^x.KV. 
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I’ve never been 


insulted due 


to my race. 



majority. 
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This country has 








Mill 


a history of 


discrimination 


I wish we could all 


be tolerant of each 


1 


against migrants 


others’ differences 


IfciU 


ill' 


but I guess 


ft* 




• • 1 l.\U \ . 

mmm 


mm 


m 


& 




it's not that 


*11 


a I 
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IMP- I life. 


-- \ 


simple. 
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But no matter what ^ 
they say, just remember 
it doesn’t reflect 
K on you at all. a 




Stay strong, and 
remember why 
you’re here and what 
you want to achieve. 


wmm 


So long as you 
never forget 


I know you’ll 
be just fine. 
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TACHI- 

BANA 


WHEN I 

found you 

WEREN'T AT 
YOUR PLACE 
I FIGURED 

you MUST 

BE HERE. 


wrn, 
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THE SAME 
MOUSSE 
FROM THE 
OTHER 


I TRIED 
MAKING IT 
WITH A 


I'VE 

BEEN 

TRyi NG 
OUT ALL 
SORTS 
OF 

THINGS 
SINCE 
THEN. . 


DON'T MIND, 

COULD you 

TELL ME 

what you 

v THINK? A 


THE SAUCE 
IS NICE AND 
LIGHT, AND 
MAKING THE 
MOUSSE 
RICHER WAS 
A GREAT 
CALL/ 




UH-HUH 

MUCH 


THAN IT WAS 
WITH THE 
ORANGE 
SAUCE. 
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IT WAS 
My CHOICE 
TO HIT THE 
GUY AND GO 
GETTING 

SUSPENDED. 


THAT'S 

THE 

WORD 

GOING 

AROUND 


you 

DON'T 
HAVE TO 

WORRy 

ABOUT 

IT. 
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EVERYONE 
OSTRACIZES 
AND MAKES 
FUN OF THE 
NEWCOMERS. 


INTO THIS 
WORLD 
WHEN I 
WAS 15#*. 
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FAMILY 


CAN'T EVEN 


GOING HOME 


AFFORD TO 


ALREADY? YOU 


SEND YOU 


CAN’T EVEN 


TO SCHOOL 


DO YOURJOB 
PROPERLY! 


fi 






WANNA 


V# 




TAKE OUR 


LEFTOVERS 
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MAKE SURE 


1 


YOU CLEAN 


■1 


UP ALL OUR 
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STUFF TOO! 


Hi 
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...OF JUST 
STAYING IN 
JAPAN, AND 
CONTINUING 
TO WORK 
THERE. 


YOUR 

POSITIVE 

ATTITUDE 


&TO& 


AND 

YOUR 

HARD 

WORK 


TOW 




YOU'VE 
GOT IT 
WRONG, 
KAJITA. 


COULDN'T 


I DIDN'T 
COME 
BECAUSE 
YOU INVITED 
ME. 
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you DON'T 

HAVE TO 
FEEL RE¬ 


SPONSIBLE 
FOR ME. 
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BUT I 
WON'T 
LET IT 
STOP 
ME. 


I CAN'T 
STAND THE 
IDEA OF 
LETTING 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT 
HOLD ME 
BACK. 
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PEOPLE 

SAYING 
THINGS 
ABOUT 
ME, I 
MEAN. 


I'M SURE 
THIS WON'T 
BE THE 
LAST TIME 
SOMETHING 

LIKE THIS'LL 
HAPPEN. 
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I MEAN, 
DON'T 
GET ME 
WRONG, 
THANKS 
FOR 
TELLING 
THEM OFF, 
BUT... 
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DON'T 
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NOW/ 
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live together 
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MOVE IN WITH 
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PROPERLY 
SUPERVISED! 
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I’M ONLY 
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...OTHER 
THAN 
"I WANT 
A GIRL¬ 
FRIEND!" 


I HAVE 

APPEARED TO 
TAKE PITY ON 
THE POOR 
SOUL WHO 
DIDN'T MANAGE 
TO MAKE ANY 
FRIENDS AT 
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SHOWING 
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I FIGURED 
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TOOK SO 
LONG, BUT 
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FOR 
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THERE'S A 
HIGH RISK 
OF REOF¬ 
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JUST LEFT 
ALONE. 
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RIGHT? 
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ME THAT 
SUPPORT 
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COULD 
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REBUILD 
HER LIFE. 




Av 





liife 























































































































m 




M 


»»•»« 4 

ms; 






mm 


S *$.\:>4 





OH, 
COMB 
ON. IT'S 
NOT 
YOUR 
FAULT. 


TO THINK 
IT'S ALL 
BECAUSE OF 
THAT MIXER 
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I GUESS IT 
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SHOCK 
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TO GO 
ON BEING 
MISERABLE 
EITHER. 
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SURE 
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IT'S LATE. 

r WENT 
SHOPPING 


DINNER? 
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DON'T 

WORRy 

ABOUT 
IT/ I'LL 
HELP. 


SO I 
WENT TO 
L'AMANT 
AFTER 


TODAy. 
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WELCOME 


' MISAKI, 

SHE'S OF ALL 
WORKING PEOPLE/ 
THERE. 
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GOT TO 
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OF 
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DIDN'T 
KNOW 
WHAT I'D 
DO IF ANy- 
THING HAD 
HAPPENED 
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AFTER 
ALL, ME 




WMOLE 

PRODUC¬ 
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NICATION 
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MIGHT NOT 
THINK HE'S 
CUT OUT 
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IT'S NOT 
LIKE I 
DECIDED 
THIS BY 
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SINCE THE 
PERFORMANCE 
FOR NEW 
MEMBERS. 
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ADMIRE 
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NOBODY'S 



PLENTY 



' PLUS I ^ 
BET THE 
FRESHMEN'LL 


NERVOUS 
WITH A 
CRAPPY 
ACTOR 
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IT'S TRUE, 
SOMETIMES 
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CAN GET THE 
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I'M SURE 
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v ACTOR/ / 
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DAY, 
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A/E SAID 
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MADE 
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NOTHING 
MORE I 
CAN DO, 
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THAT'S 

RIGHT. 


SO IT'S 
FINE IF 
YOU DON'T 
CONTACT 
ME ANY 
MORE. 
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NOTHING IN 
PARTICULAR, 
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TO YOUR 
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RIGHT? 
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I CAN'T 
JUST GO ON 
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FOREVER, 
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ON TO PAST 
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OR WHAT- 


AFTER ALL, 
I'VE STILL 
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AHEAD OF ME 
SO FOR THE 
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NONE 
OF IT'S 
HELPED 
ME WRITE 
EVEN A 
SINGLE 
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GO BACK, 
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FOR you 

INSTEAD? 




lC'-'-'r 

mm 




^<i«5W3U- 

:■: ••: . •• 






ALL GO 


I WANT 
TO HOLD 
ONTO IT, 
SO LET 
ME. 


IF YOUR 
DREAM 
HURTS TOO 
MUCH TO 
HOLD ON TO, 
LET ME DO 
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YOU'RE 
GIVIN' UP 
ON BEIN' 
A WRITER, 
HUH? 


I HEARD 
FROM 
TSUTAYA. 


'N HERE I 
THOUGHT 
HE WAS 
CALLIN' 
TO ASK IF 
I COULD 


YA, THE 
WAY HE 
WAS 

TALKIN'. 


WELL 


THAT'S 
WHAT I'M 
THINKING. 


HE'D JUST 


DUMPED/ 
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WOULD BE 
BETTER 
FILLED By 
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WHO STILL 
WANTS TO BE 



AFTER 
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I DO 






FEEL 
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A WRITER, 





GUILTY, 


AND 

TSUTAYA- 
SAN HAVE 
DONE FOR 


BUT.,. 


ME... 



I FEEL LIKE 


I HAVE TO 
FOCUS ON 


My FUTURE, 
AND FIND A 


NEW PATH. 
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ALREADY 


STARTING 


ON A NEW 
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FINISHED 
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LAST 


ONE/ 
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...ALL I'D 
EVER KNOWN 
WAS MY FAMILY'S 
BEAUTIFUL 
MOUNTAINSIDE. 
THE DIFFERENCE 
WAS STRIKING. 
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BETWEEN 
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SURROUND¬ 
ING ME 
WAS A Wl LD 
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OUR MOUN¬ 
TAINSIDE WAS 
SO BEAUTIFUL 
WAS THANKS TO 
THE ENDLESS 
EFFORTS OF 
MY FATHER AND 
GRANDFATHER. 



THAT 
WAS 
WHEN I 
FIRST 
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WHEN I 

REALIZED THAT 
IF OUR FAMILY 
QUIT THE 
FORESTRY 
BUSINESS, OUR 
MOUNTAINSIDE 
WOULD END UP 
JUST LIKE THIS.. 
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MOUNTAIN 
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USED TO BE 
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IT'S HARD 

for you TO 

UNDERSTAND, 
SINCE YOU'VE 
NEVER BEEN 
UNABLE TO 
WRITE. 


.yOU'RE 

RIGHT. 


ABOUT 

YOUR 

FUTURE, OR 
WHATEVER 


PROB 

ABLY, 

YEAH. 




THOUGH 


BACK WHEN 
MY STUFF 
WASN'T SELLIN 
ENOUGH TO 
PUT FOOD ON 
, THE TABLE. 


I COULDN'T 
SEE HOW IT 
WAS WORTH 
GOING ON. 


BACK 
WHEN 
MY SON 
DIED. 


AT A TIME 
LIKE THIS, 
I'M SURE 
IT'S HARD 

FOR you 

TO UNDER¬ 
STAND 
THAT. 
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ALWAYS QUIT 
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FOUND 
SOMETHIN' 


NTHAT 
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FEELIN' 
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AND YET NOT LIKE 
HERE YOU'RE 
YOU ARE, RELATED 
LIVING JO HIM, 
TOGETH- RIGHT? 


NOW 

JUST 

HOLD 
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BACK, 

HINA-NEE. 


SORRY 
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THINKING 

I'D MAKE 
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NOW, 

THEN 


WHAT 

DO 

you 

THINK 


WHAT'RE 

WE 


TODAY? 


AT THIS RATE, 
IF HE ENDS UP 
GOING OUT WITH 
SERIZAWA-SAN... 


I DID you 

ALWAYS 
lj HATE 
u STIR-FRY 
. THIS 
I MUCH?/ 
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LOOKED 
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LOOKING 
AT A PIECE 
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COME 
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FIRST 
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JUST 
ISN'T FOR 
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GOT AN 
APPROACH 
THAT EVEN 

you CAN 

PULL OFF 
WITHOUT 
FREAKING 










I SUPPOSE 
I'LL FIGURE 
IT OUT FOR 

you, so you 

AREN'T JUST 
WASTING 
yOUR TIME. 
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NO. 

NOT 

THIS 

TIME. 




YOU'RE 

NOT 

GOING? 


STARTS 

TODAY, 

RIGHT? 
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IT'S UNUSUAL 
TO SEE YOU 
WITHOUT 
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RIGHT IN 
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BLUSHING 


INSTEAD 
OF ME... 


! i 


0 
KID¬ 
DING 



• ! • ' » " ,*•* * * * * * * * * 




IFS'S 
BITCH , 


HUH? 


see 
































































































’.'Has 


: m-/ - • 


WE'LL BE 

STARTING 


...SO DROP 
OFF YOUR 
THINGS, GET 
CHANGED, AND 
MEET AT THE 
ENTRANCE. 


TRAINING 
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I'LL BE 
TESTING 

you AT 
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ON THE 
LAST DAY, 
yOU'LL GIVE 
AN EXAMPLE 
PERFOR¬ 
MANCE 
FOR THE 
FRESHMEN. 
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THEy'RE 
GONNA 
TEST MY 


WM? 


ACTING 
SKILLS ON 
THE LAST 

DAy. 

JUST ME. 
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yOU'RE 
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IT'S A 




OH, THIS 
IS THE 
ONE-ACT 
SUSPENSE 
PLAy HANA- 
SEMPAI 
WROTE 
BEFORE, 
ISN'T IT? 


BETTER AT 
ACTING, 
ALREADy/" 
KINDA 
v THING. 
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I GUESS FM 
GONNA BE 
DEDICATING 
EVERY 
SECOND OF 
FREE TIME 
TO THIS. 


WELL, 

KINDA. 
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READ THE 


LIKE IT. 
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CUSE 



APPARENTLY 
SHE DECIDED 
TO START 
ACTING AFTER 
SEEING YOU 
IN LAST 
YEAR'S PER¬ 
FORMANCE 
FOR NEW 
MEMBERS. I 
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SORRY. 

MY FRIEND 
HERE REALLY 
ADMIRES YOU, 
SERIZAWA- 
v, SEMPAI. 
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ASK HER 
ANYTHING 
YOU NEED 
TO KNOW 


ABOUT 

ACTING/ 


SERIZAWAS 
ONE OF 
THE BEST 
ACTORS IN 
FORESTER. 
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I'M 

GRATE 

FUL/ 


WELL, 
THAT'S A 
LITTLE 
EMBAR¬ 
RASSING... 
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THERE IS 
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I WAS 

WONDERING 
ABOUT 
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THERE'S 
JUST SO 
MUCH I 
WANT TO 
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TWO 
DATING? 





WE'RE NOT 


ALL THAT 
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JUST 

THAT 

YOU'RE 

ALWAYS 

TOGETH¬ 

ER... 
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' AND YOU 
REALLY 
SEEM LIKE 
A COUPLE... 
I WAS SO 
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YOUR TEST 
PERFOR¬ 
MANCE/ 
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GETTING 

NERVOUS 
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FORGETTING 
YOUR LINES 
IN THE REAL 
PERFOR- 
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I WAS 
TESTING IF 
you COULD 
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WITHOUT 
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you SURE, RIGHT. 
ABOUT THIS, 
THOUGH? j 
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COULD GO IT 
ALONE, BUT 
DRAMA IS 
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ABOUT PEOPLE 
INTERACTING, 

, RIGHT? i 
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MAYBE I'VE 
IMPROVED, 
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NOT SURE 
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IF WE'RE 
PLAY ING 
EDDIE AND 
GRACE... 


THEY'RE 
IN LOVE WITH 
EACH OTHER, 
BUT EDDIE'S 
DOING ALL 
HE CAN TO 
CONTAIN HIS 
FEELINGS... 


I USUALLY 
HAVE 

PLENTY OF 
CONTROL 

OVER MY 

OWN PER¬ 
FORMANCE 
THOUGH ... 


IT'S ONLY 
NATURAL 
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HAPPEN, 
RIGHT? 


BUT JUST 
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I GOT 
TOTALLY 
LOST IN 
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THOUGHT ,; 


...HE'D BE SO 
SKILLED AT TAKII 
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NOT 
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FROM AFAR. 
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MORE OF A 
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HAPPEN 
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TOOK A 


BATH HERE 
YESTERDAY. 
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THERE'S A 


LIKE, 


BARBECUE 






'CAUSE THE 
FACILITIES 




WHY THE 


"WHOSE 


ARE 


LATER, 

RIGHT? 


ARE 


HECK DO 


DIFFERENT, 


WE HAVE 


THESE 

O/" 


WHY DON'T 


YOU ASK 


THIS IS A 



TO TAKE IT 


THERE? 


SAUNA, THE 
OTHER'S A 



JACUZZI. 



IN TURNS, 
ANYWAY? 
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LOOKS LIKE 


THERE WAS 
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BOUGHT 


SPECIALLY 


NO POINT... 
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NOBODY 


WOULD 


DARE PUT 
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HAND UP/ 





























































































































EDDIE'S 
ALWAYS SO 


EDDIE 

MIGHT 

HAVE 

FEELINGS 


...HE HOLDS 
HIS FEELINGS 


HIS FEELINGS 
TOWARDS 
GRACE MIGHT 
BE THE MOST 
HUMAN PART 
OF HIM. 


I'M SURE 
IF EDDIE 
HADN'T 
BEEN IN 
TROUBLE 


THIS 

IS 

TOUGH 
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IN THAT 
CASE HE 
WOULD'VE 
NEVER ME1 





































































































































































































































































































































































ALL SORTS 
OF THINGS 
ABOUT THE 
ROLE. 




THAT THAT'S 
WHY WE 
PRACTICE 

IMPROVISING 
TO BEGIN 
WITH. 




I WAS 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
THE 



HE SAID 
IT'S NOT 
UNCOMMON 
TO CHANGE 

UP youR 

PERFOR¬ 
MANCE 
WHILE ON 
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TALKED 
TO MIZU- 
SAWA- 
SAN, 
TOO. 




YOU SAID 

you WERE 

LOST IN 
THOUGHT 
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FORE. 
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' I THINK 
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GOT A 
CHANCE TO 
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THINK 
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WOULD 
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. NOW? 
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GOD/ 
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IS 

THERE 
ENOUGH 
FOR 
ALL OF 

you? 






poor Guy 

HUH? HAVING 
TO DO IT IN 
FRONT OF 
EVERYONE. 
AND BEING 
COMPARED 
TO SERIZAWA, 
TOO... 


' GATHER x 
AROUND, 
EVERYONE/ 
WE'RE 

HOLDING THE 
PERFORMANCE 
OVER HERE/ 


LET'S 

BEGIN/ 


GOP 

ARE PAMM, 
THEY HE WAS 
ALWAYS WASTEP 
LIKE 


EPPIE. 
JUST A 
CUS¬ 
TOMER. 
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HE REALLY 


PRISED, 

TOO. 


WITH 
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THEY'VE 


THEIR OV\ 
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IMPROVE 

SO 
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Bonus Comic 


What Are We Eating Tonight? 


What if Hina and Misaki lived together? 


HUH?/ THAT'S MY 


APARTMENT/ 


WHERE AM I? 



I MEAN, IT'S 
A PARODY,,. 
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DOES IT 


1 
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I FORGOT 



FORGET 
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THING? 
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THEY 


DIDN'T 


COLLECT 
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f ALL you 1 

HAVE TO DO 
IN THIS AREA 
IS SEPARATE 
IT INTO 
FLAMMABLE, 
NON¬ 
FLAMMABLE 
AND 

RECyCLABLES 
IT'S NOT 
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IALREADy 

told you 

TO MAKE 

sure you 

SEPARATE IT, 
DIDN'T I?! 
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WON'T, 
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IT ALONE, 
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HANDLE IT. 




GONNA 

MAKE 

YOUR 

FAVORITE 







































































































V 


mmm 


MCHhciS 

>}Hhr: 


HUM 


MU 


k tOlU 


' nCUr, 


Ml* «. r 1 *"WMW 


wmmmmz 


.;.;.;.;,v.v.:. 


•••.*. 


w, 


%&** w- 


MEAN 


...Of 

COURSE 

I'M 

LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO IT,.. 


L*gC :i$im 

•*:*:*; . .-::::::x:::::::::::>::>>:-x:::::x-:-:::::::::::::::::'->>:::- 

* : x. 

% :mmmmmmmm 
mmmmmmm mmm 

V.V/.V.|.V.\V.V.V.\|.V.V.V.V. # V*W/« • .V. . 

W^mmmmmm mm : i 


SO NOT 
TODAY. 


SORRY 
TO KEEP 

you 

WAITING/ 


;:: 



1 

jii 

*::: 


m 

111 

|!|!j 

:i;i 

i 

u 

H 


» hi 

»* • i 



pijijqi 

jii! 

m 

ill! 






























































































































































S**>: 


r GUESS 
IT DOESN'T 
REALLY 
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SWEET 


SOUR/ 
r TRIED 
TO MAKE 
IT PRETTY 
STRONG/ 
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I STUFFED 
IT WITH 
GROUND 
PORK, FRIED 
IT, THEN 
ADDED IT 
TO THE 
k BROTH/ A 
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I FIGURED 

you 

MUST BE 
LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 
THE FIRST 
BEER AFTER 
WORK/ 


I 

THOUGHT 
I'D TRY 
SOME¬ 
THING 
THAT 



WELL WITH 







SINCE 
IT'S SO 
HOT 

TODAy.,. 
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AHH... 
THIS IS 
THE BEST. 
I'M 

STUFFED 
FULL OF 
YOUR 
DELICIOUS 
COOKING/ 


wmmmmm 


WHAT 
AM I, 
YOUR 


I WANNA 
SLEEP RIGHT 
HERE, ON 
THIS SOFT 
HINA BED. . 


COULD 
I STOP 
DRINKING 
WHEN yOUR 
EGGPLANT 
WAS 5000 
v GOOD?/ / 


OR My 
COMFORTER 
'SALL 
l GOOD. 


USUAL 


THOUGH 


STUFFED 
yOURSELF 
FULL OF MY 
COOKING, 
DIDN'TCHA 


THIS 

MEAN. 


...you 

FORGIVE 
ME FOR 
THIS 

MORNING 


IT WAS 

OKA* REALLy 

I GOOD... 
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you 

LATER/ 


TOLD 


WHAT 

do you 

WANNA 

EAT 

TODAy? 


TRASH/ 



TRy ADDINS 
THINGS LIKE 
OKRA OR BELL 


TOO/ 


Fried Eggplant Nibitashi 


Serves: 2-3 people 
Around 6 eggplants 
300g ground pork 

For the seasoning: 40g ginger 

3 shiso leaves 
2tsp sake 

Pinch saltand pepper 

100ml soba dipping sauce 
200ml water 
1 tbsp mirin 
Pinch MSG 

2 tbsp potato starch 
About 3 tbsp cooking oil 
One 12cm long daikon, grated 


For the broth: 


©Add the seasoning to the 
ground pork and knead until 
everything is well combined. 

© Halve the eggplants vertically, 
then create a vertical incision in 
the center of the halves. Cover 
both sides evenly with potato 
starch. 

©Stuff the meat into the incisions 
in the eggplant halves and fry 
in the oil. 

© Remove the eggplant halves, 
and in a separate pan (ideally 
25cm), begin to heat the broth 
while adding the eggplant. 

© Boil for two minutes, quickly mix 
in the daikon, boil a little longer, 
and you're done! 
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